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Newcastle Allotments Bee Group (NABG) 

Final Draft 

rules, recommendations and advice for Allotment honeybeekeeping 

 

Introduction 

Beekeeping is an intriguing and fascinating hobby. In addition to producing honey, bees provide a 
highly valuable pollination resource.  
Allotments are of course communal urban spaces, they therefore require a responsible and well 
managed approach to beekeeping. The objective of the information below is to assist such an 
approach, by reassuring and avoiding conflicts of interest with other users and neighbours. 
 
Background 

Newcastle City Council manages allotments in a unique devolved three way decision making process. 
The three groups are the Council, working through the Allotment Officer, the Newcastle Allotment 
Working Group (NAWG) and the individual associations. Beekeeping is encouraged by the council 
through its Bee Strategy. The Allotment Working group has set up the Newcastle Allotment Bee 
Group to support beekeeping. However individual Associations are the final decision makers about 
beekeeping on their own sites. 

 
Best Practice Rules 

Approval –Prospective beekeepers must consult and seek the approval of their own association 
before commencing beekeeping and agree to follow any rules stipulated. Associations may need to 
amend their constitution to allow beekeeping.  
 
British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) Membership – Full Membership of a local 
BBKA recognised beekeepers association is mandatory. It provides essential 3rd party insurance up to 
£5 million as well many other benefits. Evidence of membership must be made available on request. 
 
Contacts – Beekeepers should ensure that up to date contact details are easily available to an 
association, ideally being posted within the site in case of emergency1. In cases of absence contact 
details of competent “cover” should be provided. 
 
Training – Prospective allotment beekeepers should be able to satisfy an association of their 
competence. Evidence may include completion of a beekeeping course2, longstanding experience or 
supervision by an experienced mentor3. 
 
Number of Hives – Each association will determine the upper limit of bee colonies per plot and 
per site4 based on individual site conditions. Considerations will include equity, availability of forage 
and minimizing inconvenience to others. 

                                                             
1 See page 4 
2 See Courses list on page 3 
3 See Mentor list on page 3 
4 See Number of Hives in Recommendations 
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Hive Location  -   Entrances should not face onto paths or nearby housing. The site should be 
agreed with an association and chosen to minimize inconvenience to others. Risks of vandalism and 
theft should be considered. 
 
Hive Management  

Care – Bees should be managed to ensure the well being of both the bees and other allotment 
holders and neighbours. Competent care and control of bees is expected at all times. 
Swarming - Beekeepers should monitor and take prevention measures to avoid swarming. Effective 
arrangements to promptly deal with a swarm are essential.  
Disease – Beekeepers should be able to recognise diseased colonies, treat where possible and 
immediately contact the local bee inspector if a notifiable disease is suspected5. 
Temperament – Beekeepers should ensure that docile strains are kept.  
 
Water – A water source must be available on each plot keeping bees.  
 
Failure to comply –Non compliance with an association’s rules may result in a request to 
remove hives from a site. 
 
Recommendations 

Mentoring – It is highly recommended that novice beekeepers seek a mentoring arrangement 
with an experienced beekeeper especially in their first year.  
 
Number of Hives - A recommended maximum limit of 2 colonies per full plot with the 
temporary addition of one nucleus colony is suggested. The number of hives per site is 
recommended at a maximum of 3 per acre with consideration given to the proximity of other 
allotment sites. Evidence for this recommendation is based on the experience of several other 
beekeeping associations working in conjunction with Local Authorities. 
 
Hive Management –  

 When acquiring a colony, local bees are often considered most suitable. Beekeepers should 
ensure that new colonies are disease free to prevent cross infection. 

 Potential beekeepers should be aware of the time involved in beekeeping and be able to actively 
manage hives on a weekly basis between April and September.  

 Fencing/screening in order to raise the bees’ flight path above head height is recommended.  

 When carrying out hive inspections chose appropriate times and weather conditions when 
others users are least likely to be inconvenienced. 

 Registration with BeeBase6 is recommended. BeeBase is run by the National Bee Unit on behalf 
of DEFRA providing free access to the regional bee inspector and other resources. 

 Beekeepers should have a clear understanding of the triggers for stinging: weather, clothing and 
odour can all be factors, and ensure others are aware of this information.  Awareness of 
potentially severe allergic responses to bee stings is needed. Appropriate responses should be 
clearly understood. However, individuals claiming a severe reaction as a factor in objecting to 
beekeeping are requested to supply medical evidence of such to an association. 

 Risks to bees from spraying herbicides and pesticides should be discussed with association 
committees. 

 Beekeepers should be prepared to work with other plot holders and neighbours to raise interest 
in beekeeping. 

 

                                                             
5 See contacts on page 3 
6 See Contacts on page 3 



3 
 

Advice 

The saying goes “ask three beekeepers for advice and you’ll get four different opinions”! 

Contacts: 

Newcastle Allotment Bee Group (NABG) –  peter@moorsideallotments.co.uk 
Newcastle Beekeepers Association – Membership currently approx £25pa 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/newcastle/index.shtml 
BBKA Alnwick - http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php 
BBKA  Hexam - http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php 
BBKA  Durham - http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php 
BBKA Cleveland - http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php 
 BeeBase – www.Nationalbeeunit.com  01904 - 462510 
Regional Bee Inspector - Ian Molyneux ian.molyneux@fera.gsi.gov.uk  Mobile No: 07775119442 

 

Possible reading: 

BBKA website  - http://www.britishbee.org.uk/getting_started.php 
Newcastle Beekeepers Association -  
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/newcastle/started/index.shtml 
Guide to Bees & Honey – Ted Hooper (Northern Bee Books) 
Collins Beekeeper’s Bible 
Keeping Bees and Making Honey - Alison Benjamin & Brian McCallum 

Bees at the Bottom of the Garden - Alan Campion and Gay Hodgson 

Newcastle City Council Bee Aware webpage - http://www.newcastle.gov.uk/bees 

Newcastle City Council Bee Strategy - 

http://www.newcastle.gov.uk/core.nsf/a/bee_aware?opendocument 

 Newcastle Allotment Strategy 2010 – 15  - 

http://www.newcastleallotments.co.uk/Strategy/Allotment%20Strategy%202010-

15%20CONSULTATION-30.6.10.pdf 

 
Training Courses 

Northumberland College – Kirkley Hall Campus – An Introduction to Beekeeping - 

http://www.northumberland.ac.uk/ 

Stanfordham Ltd. - http://www.stamfordham.biz/ 

Ian Wallace  - http://www.purehoneycomb.co.uk/ 

Mark & Kym Pritchard - http://www.beekeepingcourses-north.co.uk/ 
 
Mentoring  

Listed are members of NABG who have offered to act as mentors. Experience levels vary but they 

aim to assist or point you in the direction of appropriate guidance. 

Ian Campbell – ian@ian-annette.myzen.co.uk 
Ralph Pattison – 0191 281 2131 

Helen Simmons - helen@flotsom.gb.com 
 

 

mailto:peter@moorsideallotments.co.uk
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/newcastle/index.shtml
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local_associations_about_us.php
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
mailto:ian.molyneux@fera.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/getting_started.php
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/newcastle/started/index.shtml
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Brian%20McCallum
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bees-Bottom-Garden-Alan-Campion/dp/0907908977/ref=sr_1_10?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1285151022&sr=1-10
http://www.newcastle.gov.uk/bees
http://www.newcastle.gov.uk/core.nsf/a/bee_aware?opendocument
http://www.newcastleallotments.co.uk/Strategy/Allotment%20Strategy%202010-15%20CONSULTATION-30.6.10.pdf
http://www.newcastleallotments.co.uk/Strategy/Allotment%20Strategy%202010-15%20CONSULTATION-30.6.10.pdf
http://www.northumberland.ac.uk/
http://www.stamfordham.biz/
http://www.purehoneycomb.co.uk/
http://www.beekeepingcourses-north.co.uk/
mailto:ian@ian-annette.myzen.co.uk
mailto:helen@flotsom.gb.com


4 
 

NABG Beekeeper’s Information Sheet 

To be completed by each beekeeper on a site and to be kept updated. Associations may wish to consider 
putting this information on the site noticeboard.  

Name of Beekeeper            

Allotment Site  

Contact No. Daytime  

Contact No. Evening  

Contact No. Mobile  

E-mail  

Member of which 

Beekeeping Association? 

 

BBKA Membership No.  

Number of Colonies  

“Cover“ Name  

“Cover“Contact No. Day  

“Cover“Contact” No. Eve.  

“Cover“Contact No. Mob.  

“Cover” E-mail  

Advice on Dealing with 

Bee stings in an Emergency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedure that will be 

followed in event of 

Swarming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed/Dated (Beekeeper)  

Signed/Dated (Allotment 

Association) 
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Sketch of Apiary Site 

 (For security this page 

has been kept separate.  

It is suggested that it 

should be used to agree a 

site but not placed on 

any on site noticeboard.) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


